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1.0 Introduction 

This appendix documents in detail the consultations carried out with the technical agencies, the public, 

and the First Nations communities.  

 

2.0 Description of Consultations and Follow-up Efforts 

The general public, government agencies and various interest groups were provided opportunities to 

review and comment on this project during the course of the study.  The City of Toronto Public 

Consultation Team was involved in the overall public consultation process. They offered a wide range 

of communication methods to the public, including project web site, dedicated telephone number, fax, 

and email address for contacting the project team. 

 

Technical agencies, including federal, provincial, municipal agencies, utilities, and potential interested 

groups were contacted at the start of the project for their initial input. 

 

Two rounds of Public Open Houses or Public Information Centres (PICs) were scheduled for the public 

to have direct communication with Project Team members.  The public was also able to provide 

comments online or via telephone.  In addition to the two sets of Public Open Houses, a number of 

additional public meetings and presentations were requested and arranged by local councillors along 

the Etobicoke-Finch West Light Rail Transit (EFWLRT) route. 

 

This Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP) has addressed the new Ontario Regulation 231/08 

requirement to involve and consult with involved First Nations communities.  The City of Toronto 

established a protocol to address the First Nations Consultation, included in this appendix.  The 

discussions with the First Nations are summarized in the section below. 

 

Copies of all correspondence, minutes of meetings and comments from notified agencies, the 

consultation reports summarizing the comments and recommendations received from the public, 

correspondence with the First Nations communities are included in this appendix. 

 

 

3.0 List of Interested Persons Participating in the Consultations 

 

Consultation was carried out to encourage technical agencies to provide input during the course of the 

study.  The following agencies were invited to be involved and provide comment on the TPAP study for 

the EFWLRT: 

 

Government Review Agencies Technical Agencies 

Canadian Environmental Assessment 

Agency 

All Stream 

Environmental Canada MTA All Stream Inc. 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans Telus 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 

(INAC) 

Enwave Energy Corporation 

Transportation Canada-Ontario Region Group Telecom/360 Network 

Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs Hydro One Network Inc. 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Affairs 

Toronto Hydro 

Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration Toronto Hydro Telecommunications 

Ministry of Culture Enbridge Gas Distribution 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Rogers Cable Inc. 

Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing  

Bell Canada 

Ministry of Natural Resources Toronto and Region Conservation 

Authority 

Ministry of the Environment Canadian National Railway 

Ministry of Tourism and Recreation Canadian Pacific Railway 

Ontario Ministry of Transportation GO Transit 

Ontario Realty Corporation Toronto District School Board 

Ministry of Health Promotion Humber College 

Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure Ontario Provincial Police 

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care City of Toronto Fire Services 

 City of Toronto Police Services 

 Toronto Emergency Medical Services 

 
Meetings with major stakeholder agencies including the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 

(TRCA), the Ontario Ministry of Transportation, and Humber College were held to discuss the potential 
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impacts and mitigation measures regarding the proposed LRT facility. TRCA was interested in 

Regulated Areas, TRCA Program and Policy Areas and Provincial and Federal Program Areas located 

within the study area.  A detailed contact list and minutes from a meeting with Humber College is 

provided in this appendix.   

 

The following government agencies were notified of the EFWLRT TPAP preliminary planning on July 23, 

2008 and asked for information on potentially interested First Nations Communities: 

- Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs (MAA) 

- Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) 

o Specific Claims Branch 

o Litigation Management & Resolution Branch 

o Comprehensive Claims Branch 

Notices of preliminary planning and request for written notice of any interest the First Nations may 

have in the studies are sent to the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation. 

 

Margaret Sault 

Director of Research, Lands and Membership 

Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation 

2789 Mississauga Road, R.R. 6 

Hagersville, ON N0A 1H0 

905-768-0100 

masault@yahoo.com 

 

4.0 Summary of Comments 

Comments received from the TRCA during a meeting between the TTC and TRCA on August 24, 2008, 

a TRCA Letter on March 19, 2009 with comments on the Existing Conditions Report with the study 

team’s responses, a TRCA letter dated October 7, 2009 regarding a review on an additional stop, and a 

letter on March 11, 2010 with responses to the Draft Environmental Project Report. Comments were 

received from the Ministry of Environment (MOE) in October 2009, however, these were based on an 

original rough draft of the Environmental Project Report (EPR) that has subsequently been significantly 

modified. They can be found in this appendix.  A listing of MOE comments based on MOE 

correspondence dated February 16, 2010 and responses are listed with the copies of the 

correspondence in this appendix. 

 

A summary of key issues and comments raised in the first round of open houses is provided below: 

 Overwhelming support for the new LRT on Finch. 

 Considerable amount of concern over the large distances between stops, especially for elderly, 

handicapped and women at night. 

 Concerns over the raised curb, which restricts left turns and forces U-turn movements. 

 Concern about congestion caused by the project construction. 

 Interest in the use of hydro corridors as an alternative to on street transit and/or bike paths. 

 Support for safe bike lanes and storage. 

 Preference for underground connections to subway because it reduces the need for stairs and 

provides shelter from winter weather conditions. 

 Questions concerning the timing and phasing of construction, and funding of the project. 

 Assorted questions and comments relating to other transit issues. 

 

Key issues and comments raised in the second round of open houses are presented below, with 

more detailed comments provided in a public consultation report included in this appendix. 

 General support and encouragement for the project specifically and for expanded transit in 

general; 

 Concerns about accessibility for connecting at Yonge/Finch Station and proposed Keele Station; 

 Concerns about increased traffic congestion as a result of reduced left hand turn lanes; 

 Concerns about locating the LRT mid street on Finch rather than in the Hydro corridor; 

 Concerns about disruption to businesses during construction, the re-routing of traffic and 

staging impacts;  

 Support and concerns about the provision of bike lanes within the corridor. 
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The following table summarizes the comments received from this round of open houses and the 

responses provided. More detail is included in the open house summary report in this appendix. 

Category Comment/Issue Response/Future Course of Action 

Traffic Left turn lanes are being 
eliminated from all but 
signalized intersections.                                                               

Recommended changes to the left turn movement 
arrangements can ensure effective and safe LRT operation 
and pedestrian movements.  

 Traffic infiltration concerns due 
to the reconfiguration of 
intersections. 

A traffic monitoring program will be undertaken by the City’s 
Transportation Services Division before project construction. 
The monitoring program relating to local traffic impacts will 

be an ongoing initiative. It is not possible to be definitive at 
this time regarding the specific measures (such as turn 
prohibitions) that would be implemented as a result of the 

monitoring program, because the exact nature of the 
magnitude of the traffic effects is uncertain. However, Traffic 
Services staff will work with City Councilors and the 

community to address any local traffic issue. Should any 
residents/businesses have existing traffic/operation concerns 
they are encouraged to contact Transportation Services. 

Stop Location The proposed stop locations 
are too far apart. 

Stop locations were carefully examined as part of the study. 
The stop locations were recommended based on 
consideration of the transit ridership generated, LRT 

operations performance, and proximity to adjacent 
intersections, roadway gradient, physical constraints and 
traffic impacts. 

Noise and 

Vibration 

Concern with noise impacts A detailed noise analysis was completed for the noise 

sensitive areas within the study corridor. The projected noise 
level changes as a result of the implementation of the 

EFWLRT are forecast to be less than 5dBA at any receptor 
location. Therefore, consideration of noise mitigation is not 
required in accordance with MOE/TTC criteria. 

LRT System Preferred subway rather than 
LRT 

The forecast ridership demand indicates that LRT will be a 
more cost-effective transit solution for the corridor. 

Property Impacts Concern about the property 
impacts due to the LRT 

facilities 

Compensation will be provided for temporary and permanent 
property requirements. For permanent property taking, 

compensation will be provided at fair market value, which is 
determined at the time of purchase with a property appraisal 
report forming the basis for negotiations. Compensation will 
also be provided for temporary property requirements. Upon 

completion of construction, temporary property will be 
returned to the owner and as near as reasonably possible 
restored to its original condition.  

Bicycle Lanes The utilization of bicycle lanes The provision of bicycle lanes along EFWLRT supports the 
vision of the Toronto Official Plan and the City’s policies to 

provide road users an alternative transportation mode to 
commute. Providing bicycle lanes along Transit City routes 
can create a bicycle friendly environment that encourages 
the future use of bicycles for everyday transportation and 

enjoyment.  

LRT Alignment LRT in the Hydro Corridor 

instead of Etobicoke-Finch 

LRT needs to serve the transit demand, transfer points and 

trip generators that are on Finch Avenue West. A bus service 

Category Comment/Issue Response/Future Course of Action 

Avenue West would still be required on Finch Avenue if a transit services 
were running in the Hydro corridor. In addition, there are 

technical challenges to operating in the corridor despite its 
appearance of openness, such as crossing the G. Ross Lord 
Reservoir near Dufferin Street.  Hydro One also has 
stringent requirements for clearances, electrical isolation and 

other considerations that would be difficult for an electrically 
powered transit line to meet. 

 

 

5.0 Summary of Discussions with First Nations 

In correspondence dated March 19, 2009, INAC confirmed that other than the Mississaugas of the New 

Credit First Nation, there are no other First Nations in the vicinity of the City.  In a further 

correspondence dated April 11, 2009, INAC indicated that they were aware of only one active litigation 

claim “in the area of part of Eastern Toronto” by the eight (8) First Nations Communities making up 

the Williams Treaty Bands.  In a correspondence dated August 28, 2009, the TTC notified these Bands 

of the TPAP study and asked them to provide the nature of any interest they may have in the EFWLRT 

in writing.  They were also invited to meet with the TTC to discuss any such interests. 

 

As of September 24, 2009, no Williams Treaty Bands indicated any interest in the project.  A meeting 

with the Bands will again be offered should they express any interest or concern. 

 

On January 10, 2007, Public Consultation staff from the City of Toronto met with Director Margaret 

Sault and Chief Bryan LaForme of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation to discuss the best 

method of consulting with the community for all Environmental Assessments conducted by the City of 

Toronto.  The City was asked to notify Ms. Sault of all Environmental Assessments undertaken by the 

City, but should not expect a written response from the Mississaugas.  Furthermore, they wish to be 

contacted immediately should any First Nations archaeological material be found, and construction 

stopped temporarily until a mutually acceptable agreement is reached on how to proceed.   

 

For the EFWLRT study, the preliminary planning notice and notice of the first Public Open House and 

request for any expression of interest were mailed to the Mississaugas of the New Credit on July 23, 

2008. The Notice of the second Public Open House was mailed on November 20, 2009. The notice was 
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sent via email to all three branches of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (Comprehensive Claims, 

Specific Claims, Litigation Management and Resolution).  On this same date, a notice was sent via 

email to the Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs. Letters advising of the Notice of Commencement of 

the study and seeking any comments were also mailed on November 20th, 2009 asking First Nations 

(as identified by INAC and Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs) which included Mississaugas of the New 

Credit, eight Williams Treaty Bands and Williams Treaty Legal Coordinator Ms. Karry Sandy McKenzie.  

 

Follow-up phone calls and emails were made to the Mississaguas of the New Credit as well as the eight 

Williams Treaty Bands on December 15, 2009 to ensure that all First Nations identified were aware of 

the project. 

 

A follow-up email asking for confirmation of receipt of Notice of Commencement was sent to the 

Director of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation on December 17th, 2009.  As of January 

11, 2010, no comments have been received from the notified First Nation groups. 

 

Summaries of the First Nations consultation/notification undertaken as of September 3, 2009 and 

September 8, 2009 are attached in this appendix. 

 

Correspondence from the Alderville First Nation indicated that the EFWLRT project was deemed a level 

3 having minimal potential to impact their First Nations’ rights.   

 

Copies of all written comments submitted by the First Nations communities are attached in this 

appendix. 

 

6.0 Responses to Comments/Concerns  

Comments/concerns expressed by the TRCA, MOE, and the public were addressed with the study 

team’s response/future course of action provided in this appendix.   

 

No concerns were expressed by the First Nations communities. 
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This summary report was prepared by LURA Consulting. LURA is providing third-party open 
house hosting services as part of the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) and the City of 
Toronto Transit City projects. This summary captures the key comments submitted during the 
noted open houses. It is not intended as a verbatim transcript. If you have any questions or 
comments regarding the summary, please contact:  
 

 
Rick Holli 

Etobicoke-Finch West LRT Project Manager 
TTC 

Phone: 416-393-7847 
rick.holli@ttc.ca 

Jean-Louis Gaudet 
Consultant 

Lura Consulting 
Phone: 416-410-3888 x 5 

jgaudet@lura.ca  
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Introduction 

As part of the Transit City process, the City of Toronto and the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) are 
proposing ways to significantly improve transit service by building a Light Rapid Transit (LRT) line on Finch 
Avenue West between Yonge Street and the Highway 27 area. 
 
Three public open houses were held in July and August 2008 as part of the first series of City LRT open houses. 
The purpose of the open house was to share information about the Etobicoke-Finch West Transit project with 
the community and to gather feedback on preliminary project plans. The details and participation in the open 
houses are provided in the table below. 
 

Etobicoke-Finch West LRT Open Houses Summary 

Date Tuesday, July 29, 2008 Wednesday, August 6, 
2008 

Thursday, August 7, 
2008 

Location 6:30pm - 9:00pm 
North York Memorial 
Community Hall 
5110 Yonge Street  

6:30pm to 9:00pm 
Jane-Finch Mall 
1911 Finch Avenue West 
 

6:30pm to 9:00pm 
Elmbank Community 
Centre 
10 Rampart Rd 

# of participants 
(signed-in) 

92 98 56 

# of comment 
forms received 

14 21 13 

 
Each open house included 39 detailed display boards, a Frequently Asked Questions handout (both available for 
download on the project web page at www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/etobicoke_finch_w_lrt), a continuous-loop slide 
show with voice over, and an open invitation to ask questions and discuss the plan with the many project team 
members present.  
 
Participants were invited to write down their ideas and opinions on comment forms and submit them at the 
registration table.  In addition to the comment forms, project team members and Lura staff also recorded 
participant comments on clip boards.  
 
The public is also able to provide comments online or via telephone. Up to August 20th the TTC also received 
76 comments via email and telephone, many of which were questions and/or requests to be added to the 
mailing list.  
 
This report summarizes all comments received through the open houses and other communication channels. 

Comment Summary 

A summary of the key issues and comments raised are presented below, with detailed comments provided in the 
Appendix.  
 

• Overwhelmingly general support for the new LRT on Finch. 
• Considerable amount of concern over the large distances between stops, especially for elderly, 

handicapped and women at night. 

• Concerns over the raised curb, which restricts left turns and forces U-turns. 
• Concern about congestion caused by the project construction or on-going. 
• Interest in the use of hydro-corridors as an alternative to on street transit and/or bike paths. 
• Support for safe bike lanes and storage. 
• Preference for underground connections to subway because it reduces the need for stairs and 

provides shelter from winter weather conditions. 
• Questions concerning the timing and phasing of construction, and funding of the project. 
• Assorted questions and comments relating to other transit issues. 

Appendix – Aggregated Comments 

A summary of all aggregated comments are presented below.  They are grouped by topic and type of comment. 
A number in brackets is used to count duplicate comments received.  

Suggestions 
Stop Placement 

• Put a stop between Westmore & Martin Grove, because many residents live there. 
• Consider additional stop between Albion and Kipling, because there is a large senior population on 

Silverstone using the existing bus stop. 
• Need more stops west of Kipling for residents. 
• The wide stop spacing is appropriate. 
• There seems to be a stop missing at Bathurst & Finch. 
• A Senlac stop should serve the Willowdale Middle Schol 
• There should be a stop between Finchurst Drive and Edithvale Drive for elderly people transferring to 

the bus going north at Senlac Rd /Grantbrook St. 
 
Alignment /Routing /Design 

• Underground connections to subway are preferred because it reduces the need for stairs and protect 
people from winter weather conditions. (4) 

• Use the hydro corridors rather than Finch Ave. (4) 
• Suggest routing south onto the hydro-corridor at Tamarisk Park to Humber College Blvd. and go along 

Humber College Blvd. to serve the hospital and the college.  
• Consider a connection to Pearson Airport. (3) 
• Good idea to connect with Woodbine Live. Suggestion that the developer help pay for a 

terminal/connection. 
• Extend to Humber College Blvd. (3) 
• Suggested option: turn west on Albion Rd. from Finch, and continue to Hwy 27 and Albion then turn 

south onto Hwy 27 to Humber College. 
• Passing under the Hwy 400 and railway tracks is preferred. 
• Consider an elevated LRT system, similar to new systems in India. 
• Extend the LRT to where Finch and Steeles meet. 
• Connect to GO transit from Brampton. (2) 
• Consider a connection to the Sheppard Line. 
• Reconfigure median islands at Dufferin on north side of Finch  

TTC ETOBICOKE-FINCH WEST LRT JULY-AUGUST OPEN HOUSES – SUMMARY REPORT 3 
 



• Continue the LRT east of Yonge St. 
• Signalized intermediate intersections should cross the streetcar tracks to minimize inconvenience. 
• Use support for CPR bridge when building tracks underneath railway and temporarily close off the 400 

bridge because no connection underground would be made in order to build a tunnel underneath the 
road to by-pass either bridge. 

• Bathurst & Finch: 400 exit bring cars traveling east, turning left (north) on Bathurst – expand & provide 
a double north turning lane (boulevard is there). 

 
Finch Station Design 

• Continue the LRT service into Finch Station. 
• Support for options 2, 3 & 4. 
• Option 1A at Finch West station at Keele St is preferred. 
• Reduce walking time to Yonge subway. (2) 
• Disqualify options that require transfers through street entrances because they are not conductive to 

increasing ridership. 
• Go underground or use bus bay. If bus bay is used, bus-LRT relationship will need to be carefully 

managed. If underground, timing of first/last LRT vs subway could be complicated. 
 
Bicycles 

• Bike lanes are imperative. (4) 
• Put the bike lanes on the sidewalk side of the curb. Put trees between the road and the bike path, for 

increased safety. 
• Put cycle lane outside of vehicle lanes. 
• Provide safe cut-throughs at side streets.(2) 
• Provide bike storage/locking stations, preferably sheltered and with surveillance. Intermodal 

connections are key. (2) 
• Bicyclist safety should be a high priority. 
• Put a curb between bike lane and cars. 
• Put removable bollards between bike car lanes like in Montreal. 
• Consider a bike lane between Dufferin & York University. 
• The bike route in the Hydro-corridor is best with access down to Wilminton. 
• Consider a route along West Don St. Bernard’s Convalescent Home. 
• Raised platforms are a barrier for bicycles. 
• Concerned the new right of way might interfere with existing popular North -South bike routes. In 

particular the Senlac-Grantbrook route. 
 
Open House / Communications Approach 

• Messages need to be provided in the popular languages. 
• Food should be provided. 
• Provide reusable cups for water. 
• Make the project information specifics more accessible. 
 
 
 
 

Other 
• There should be parking lots for commuters, specifically close to Hwy 400, with the LRT connection to 

Keele and on the west end too. (3) 
• Suggest an independent power supply for this LRT (e.g. wind power, solar panels). 
• Keep a bus going along with LRT in between but not as frequent as LRT to make all of the usual local 

stops that the LRT will be cutting out. 
• Design streetscape enhancements all along the route, especially in the Jane & Finch area.  
• Provide “next train” timing indicators. 
• Provide train tracking via the Internet. 
• Plant trees along the road. 
• Provide washrooms at major stops. 
• Ensure clear signage, especially at LRT intersections with stations. 
• Consider more frequent single trains rather than less frequent double trains. 
• This project should be run by a new smaller company other than the TTC in order to provide better 

service. 
• Let residents know about the construction phasing. 
• The section between Yonge St. and Keele St. should be built first to support this heavily populated 

corridor. 

Concerns 
Stop Placement 

• Stops are too far apart causing long walks. This is especially a problem for elderly, handicapped, women 
at night, and parents with young children. (15) 

o Especially between Yonge and Edithville. 
• The larger distances will cause more people to use Wheel-Trans. (2) 

 
Traffic Issues 

• Concerns over the raised curb which restricts left turns and forces U-turns. (10) 
o Lost business because of inconvenience. 
o Frequent inconvenience to residents.(2) 
o Will cause more traffic line-ups. 
o Cause more use of side streets. 
o Hamper emergency vehicles. 
o Specifically Glenborough Park Cres. 

• Drivers are likely to make increase used of side streets to avoid U-turns.  This could be a safety concern 
on streets with schools. 

• Concern about congestion: (6) 
o Specifically between HWY 400 and Islington Rd. 
o During construction (2) 

• Potential increase in accidents cause by U-turns at intersections. (2) 
 
Other 

• Concern about tax increase. (4) 
• Cost is too high.(3) 
• Dedicated bus lanes would be preferred (3). 
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• Trains are prone to back-ups along the line from just one break-down. (3) 
• Worried about any possible expropriations. 
• Aesthetic of wires would be ugly. (2) 
• Concern about safety for accessing the center platform. 
• Concerns about increasing cost of TTC fares. 
• General disapproval of LRT on Finch. (2) 
• Finch collapsed in the past.  Don’t want it to happen again. 
• Protect conservation areas. 
• Concerned about the safety of J-walkers. 
• Don’t want to see bus drivers laid-off. 
• Worried about snow removal. 
• Concerned about LRT noise and ground rumble. 
• Concerned about the elimination of buses. 

General Support 
• General approval of the plan and a desire to see it happen. (20) 
• Appreciate stops reaching Humber College. 
• Look forward to future communication and project additions. 
• Encourage the TTC and City to push through with current plans and not give in to auto-lobbies. 
• Volunteer offers to help project team. 
• Like the low entrance height from platform. 

Other Comments 
• Seems roadways are narrower on Finch than Sheppard LRT. 
• Don’t replicate Calgary’s mistakes. 
• This should have been done 20 years ago. 
• Electric power is good for the environment. (2) 
• There is traffic and Keele and Finch at 12pm. 
• I love the idea of connection the different lines. 
• This line will improve Dufferin and Finch intersection. 

Questions 
• What is the construction schedule? When will the first LRT line be open? (10) 
• Do you have the money to implement?  
• How much will this cost? (4) 
• Not clear why LRT is better than buses on a dedicated lane? (3) 
• Why is it called “Etobicoke-Finch West” i.e. why include “Etobicoke” compared to the names of other 

lines? (2) 
• What will be the hours of operation? (2) 
• How will the system deal with snow? (2) 
• How will the system deal with the slope on Bathurst? (2) 
• Will the platforms have shelters? 

• Will a noise barrier fence be erected for properties that back onto the road? 
• Is there a minimum standard dimension for street widths etc? 
• Will there be an added ride cost when travelling over the city border? 
• Will this include new sewers for the likely increased development? 
• How will bike racks work on LRT? 
• Are there studies showing the economic impact on businesses? 
• Is there space for the additional lanes? (4) 
• Are LRT’s safe? 
• Will they have a driver? 
• Can greenspace be maintained above the LRT power lines in some way? 
• At MacTier: If sidewalks are rerouted (aerially?) at the underpass, would enough space in street width be 

available? 
• What provisions are being left open for an eastward extension from Finch Station in the future 
• How and when will snow be removed from the bike lanes? 
• What will happen to other bus lines that bring people to Finch station? 
• How will service differ from Spadina? 
• Could you give a comparison of sound and vibrations compared to existing street cars? 
• Will there be an interim service during construction? 
• Where will the trains be stored? 
• Do you do traffic studies? 
• Will lanes be lost on Finch? 
• What is “SRT”? 
• If boarding at all doors, how is the fair paid? 
• How fast will it go?  What are the travel times? 
• What other cities use the same LRT design? 
• What is an LRT? 

Other Transit Issues 
• Subways are better. (6) 
• Change existing service on Albion Rd to run from Wilson and/or York Mills. 
• Bus #108 is very busy.  7100 count seems very low - it serves a very dense low-income area. 
• Signage at Yonge-Bloor is confusing. 
• Why is Sheppard West not proceeding with higher-order transit? 
• Opposed to bike lanes on hydro-field because it will provide a get-away route for thieves who break in 

to adjacent homes. 
• There is a public amenity opportunity at Wilminton Ave. and G. Ross Lord Dam. 
• Would like connection of Sheppard line to Downsview Station. (2) 
• Link to other BRT from the west. 
• Aim to create youth jobs in the construction process. 
• Food kiosks in the subway should reflect the diversity of the community, i.e. a place to buy roti, 

samosas, pattiesm, jerk chicken, etc. 
 
Note: some street and location references may be misspelt because of unclear handwriting.  
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1. Introduction 
The Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) and the City of Toronto are planning a new light rail transit route to 

significantly improve transit service on Finch Avenue West between Yonge Street and the Highway 

27/Humber College area. The Etobicoke-Finch West LRT will connect to the Yonge subway line at Finch 

Station and the future extension of the Spadina Subway line at the planned Keele Station. 

As part of the Transit City and Transit Project Assessment processes, the TTC and the City of Toronto held 

four Open Houses in December, 2009. These meetings were in addition to previous consultations undertaken 

during July and August, 2008. TTC and the City presented final passenger stop locations, traffic management 

strategies as well as details related to all environmental aspects of the project including mitigation measures 

for the preferred design. 

This report summarizes the comments received through the open houses and other communication channels 

from December 1 to December 23, 2009.

The following table displays the dates and locations of the open houses, as well as the number of attendees 

(signed in) and comment forms received. 

Date Location 
Number of Attendees 

(signed in) 
Number of Comment 

forms received 
Tuesday

December 1 
RJ Lang Elementary and 

Middle School 
135 33 

Thursday
December 3 

Julius Banquet Hall 71 16 

Monday
December 7 

Charles H Best Middle 

School 
65 11 

Wednesday
December 9 

Elmbank JMA 38 12 

Total -- 309 72

Each open house presented 57 detailed display boards, including 5 panels presenting information about 

Metrolinx. In addition, a Frequently Asked Questions handout was distributed as well as a comment form for 

the public to submit questions, concerns and ideas to the project team. In addition to the comment forms, 

project team members and Lura staff recorded participant comments as they arose during discussions.  

Both the display panels and the FAQs were available for download on the project web page at 

http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/etobicoke_finch_w_lrt/index.htm. The open houses also included an audio-

visual (AV) PowerPoint presentation with voice over, and an open invitation to ask questions and discuss the 

plan with the TTC, City and Consultant project team members present.  

A total of 309 (signed in) participants attended the seven open houses and 72 comment forms were received. 

The public was also able to provide comments online or via telephone. Between December 1 and 23, TTC 

received 25 comments via email and telephone, many of which were questions, comments and/or requests to 

be added to the mailing list.  
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2. Public Notification 
The following section lists the methods used to notify stakeholders and the public about the Etobicoke-

Finch West LRT project. The Notice of Commencement along with sample letters are provided at the 

end of the document in Appendix A. 

2.1. TTC Mailings / Notification 

Letter with a copy of the ad/flyer sent to MP/MPPs (November 30, 2009). 

Letter with a copy of the ad/flyer sent to 245 potentially affected property owners at/near 

proposed stops along Finch Ave. W (November 25, 2009).  

2.2. Canada Post Drops and Newspaper Ads (led by the City of Toronto) 

Notices:

1795 notices were sent to all property owners on November 20, 2009. 

77 029 notices were dropped across the study corridor to properties within approximately 400m 

of Finch Avenue West on November 20, 2009. 

350 Emails were sent to established project contact list on November 20, 2009. 

The notice was also posted on the project website. 

Newspaper Ads:    

Metro (November 24). 

North York Mirror, Etobicoke Guardian  (both on November 25). 

2.3. Communication between City of Toronto and First Nations  

November 20, 2009: Notice sent via email to all three branches of Indian and Northern Affairs 

Canada (Comprehensive Claims, Specific Claims, Litigation Management and Resolution.

 November 20, 2009: Notice sent via e-mail to Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs.

November 20, 2009: Letters asking First Nations (identified by INAC and Ministry of Aboriginal 

Affairs to advise of any interest they may have in the project in writing and notice of 

commencement sent to: Mississaugas of the New Credit, eight Williams Treaty Bands and 

Williams Treaty Legal Coordinator Ms. Karry Sandy McKenzie.

December 15, 2009: Follow up phone calls and e-mails were made to The Mississaugas of the 

New Credit as well as the eight Williams Treaty Bands.

December 17, 2009: A follow up email asking for confirmation of receipt of Notice of 

Commencement was sent to the Director of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation. 
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3. Comment Summary 

A summary of the key issues and comments raised are presented below, with detailed comments 

provided in Section 4 and stop specific comments provided in Section 5. In general, they include 

expressions of both support and opposition to the LRT line and are listed in order of topic. 

3.1. Top Comments and Trends 

General

Support for the plan. 

During construction: 

Questions about accommodating traffic, emergency vehicle access, information 

dissemination.

Impact of left and U-turns, noise, vibration and dust. 

After Construction: 

Concerns about electromagnetic and sound pollution, Traction Power Sub-stations, 

aesthetics of sub-stations, pedestrian safety.

Impact of left and u-turns, noise, vibration, and traffic.

Location 

Questions about why it’s not being located in the hydro corridor.

Stop and Station Design Suggestions 

Seating at stations, good lighting, shelter in winter, ramps instead of elevators/escalators. 

Line Design Suggestions 

Support for undergrounding.

Ensure connections to other transit (e.g., buses). 

Plant trees around line and stops and put electrical wires underground. 

Examine ways to handle truck traffic. 

From left to right: Etobicoke-Finch West open houses at RJ Lang (December 1, 2009) and Elmbank JMA (December 8, 2009) 

ETOBICOKE-FINCH WEST LRT OPEN HOUSES – DECEMBER 2009 
SUMMARY REPORT

Page | 1  

4. Comments Received from this round of  Open Houses 
A summary of all aggregated comments received from this round of open houses is presented below, 

beginning December 1, 2009 and ending on December 23, 2009.  They are grouped by topic and type of 

comment.  An asterisk (*) is used to illustrate comments mentioned more than once.  

4.1. Support / Opposition for the Plan 

In Favour 

General Support for the project.  

Good for jobs, better connection to York University.* 

Positive for families, easier to get to high schools.  

Progress from the first round of meetings. 

Move the project forward.

The LRT in the right location is a fantastic way to spend our tax dollars on 

public transit. It results in no air pollution on roads, good value, bike lanes and 

great dependable service at a reasonable cost. 

Hope to see public transit continue to expand to help make GTA as green as 

possible. 

Opposed 

General Objection to the project.  

Decision to construct LRT lanes made in favour of construction businesses,

not the people of Toronto.  

Waste of time, money, and space.  This idea will increase traffic congestion. 

The idea to force people onto transit will go against the will of the people.  

This project is designed for users of the TTC. Those of us requiring a vehicle 

for our work are being ignored. Crossing Finch Ave. by car will be very 

difficult. Currently the buses on Finch are not overcrowded.

4.2. Network Design Considerations 

4.2.1. Connections to Other Transit (subway, bus) 

Connection to the Yonge Subway Line 

Good that the underground section to the east will merge with the subway.*

Connect the Yonge subway line to the Finch LRT and reduce the overcrowding on 

the 36B bus. 

The Yonge/Finch connection is a good idea but there are accessibility issues with 

the large number of stairs going up and down to get to subway if escalators and 

elevators aren’t working.  

Have a platform at either end of the Yonge subway line at Finch to make the 

connection to the Finch-West LRT easier and more direct than taking the stairs (similar 

to Union Station). 
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Extend the Sheppard line from Yonge to Downsview. This would make the 

immediate connection between the two lines, allowing the York University bus to be 

cancelled. 

Connections to other bus service 

A devoted bus lane will be easier to implement and maintain.*  

Provide connecting bus service to Humber College and local high schools. 

Put a bus terminal at Humber College. 

Finch-West LRT should be connected to Don Mills and Finch to avoid bus transfers 

at Finch subway station.  The Don Mills extension should be constructed sooner or 

simultaneously. 

Questions

Will there be a bus bay terminal at Finch West? 

Will the stop close to Highway 400 (stop at either Signet Dr./Arrow Rd. or Oakdale 

Rd./Norfinch Dr.) have a GO bus transfer area?

How will buses connect to the LRT from Humberwood area?

4.3. LRT Line Design Suggestions 

The design of the line looks good.

Do not bury LRT at Keele St. and Finch Ave. W. 

Consider implementing a subway instead of LRT. 

Subways have fewer disturbances in neighbourhoods.  They are safer, more 
efficient and pay off in the long run as population and development grows.  

Give the transit vehicles priority right-of-way.  The time delay on transit vehicles 

should be minimal this way.

Examine alternative routings from Keele St. to Yonge St. and consider possible 

elimination or deferment of stops along this route in the interest of cost savings.

Build the LRT in the Hydro Corridor that parallels Finch Ave.  There will be less 

disruption to the residents and commuters.*  

There is some controversy as to the plot of land to be used for the LRV yard. This 

property could otherwise be used for park land, mall expansion, future smart housing 

growth, recreational facilities, etc. Provide the rationale for the use of that particular 

land as the LRV yard as well as the impact it will have on the natural landscape and 

surrounding community, such as debris and environmental irritants, noise, community 

aesthetic, etc. 
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Potential impacts on existing and future utility networks (presented in a letter by 

Bell Canada. For full details, see Appendix B): 

Street widening or restructuring will be undertaken to varying degrees along 

Finch Avenue, as well as a new proposed underground station at Keele and 

Finch. As this work is intended to be completed in stages in order to keep 

traffic moving at all times, it is our comprehension that utilities within the 

proposed construction areas will need to be relocated on a temporary and/or 

permanent basis. Due to the complexity of this process, we are requesting
that the City of Toronto and TTC ensure that consultation is undertaken 
with the necessary public and/or private utility providers, such as 
telecommunications, that may have infrastructure within the proposed 
alignments and/or any location of new transit infrastructure. This 

includes, but is not limited to, traction power substations, ventilation shafts 

and emergency exits. These discussions should be undertaken prior to 

finalizing the route to determine the feasibility of the relocation and any 

mitigation measures that may need to be put in place. 

Route design comments (presented in a letter by Councillor Michael Thompson. For 

full details, see Appendix B) 

East of Keele St., the typical cross-section appears to be most appropriate, as 

that stretch of the corridor is complex compared to the stretches west of Keele 

St.

From Keele St. to slightly west of Weston Rd., centre-of-the-road
operation remains the best option, and is especially important for crossing 

Highway 400, and for accessing the York Gate Carhouse. However, the 

relationship of cycling lanes in the design can change west of Keele St. A 

design that physically segregates motorized road vehicles from cyclists 

would make cycling much safer, and make cycling more attractive as a mode of 

transportation. At Highway 400, an alternative highway crossing for 
cyclists should be investigated to make it safe for all users. 

West of Weston Rd., Finch Ave. W passes through a valley, sloping down into 

the valley, and then up out of the valley. This creates a convenient opportunity 

to shift the LRT from the centre of the road to the south side of the road,

accomplished by not having the LRT follow the contours of the valley, 

remaining nearly level instead.

West of Jayzel Dr., side-of-the-road operation should very strongly be 

considered. This part of Finch Ave. W has few south-side conflicts with such 

an arrangement and this makes it practical as the benefits are worth the effort 

in resolving the small number of conflicts that are present. LRT conflicts on 

the south side of Finch Ave. W only occur around Rumike Rd., the new 

subdivision between Islington Ave. and Ardwick Blvd., Albion Centre, and 

Elmbank Community Centre areas. Two additional traffic signals might be 

required. Bike lanes segregated from traffic by the planted boulevard, except 

at stops where it would only be a curb for the south side bike lane.
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Simplification of turning operations from side of the road operation
should increase service reliability and efficiency of operations in the Highway 

27 area. Conflicts with road traffic proceeding straight through the 

intersections on Highway 27 (both at Humber College Blvd. and at Finch 

Avenue West) are eliminated (some limited right-turn restrictions may result). 

If the LRT is on the south side of Finch and the west side of Highway 27, 

through-traffic at the Highway 27 intersections get completely by-passed by 

the LRT, improving reliability and speed while also increasing the pedestrian 

realm.

Side of the road operation would also benefit road traffic as well as LRT 
traffic because the contentious issue of U-turns would be very substantially 

mitigated. Left-out movements from north-side properties would be allowed 

along Finch Ave. W, in addition to right-in/right-out movements. Left-in 

movements may remain restricted, conditional on whether a turning lane is 

required and if space is available when required. While certain limited 

restrictions on right-turns at signalized intersections would result, this should 

not be a significant issue with an effective signal priority scheme in place. 

Questions

Where will vehicle short-turning be allowed?  

Will the terminals have areas to allow stand-by trains?

Where will the storage yard(s) be? 

Can the LRT line be built underground as done at Queen’s Quay? 

Why does the sidewalk and street need to be widened at the portal where the LRT 

goes underground? 

Why not put the LRT in the hydro corridor?

Can the LRT run on one side of street rather than down the middle?  It would feel 

safer for waiting passengers.  

Were roundabouts considered in the design? 

Were the crossovers located at Keele & Jane designed to mitigate accident-related 
blockages?   

Will Finch still be at least 2 lines wide in both directions for car traffic after 

construction? What happens at the bridges that are now only 5 lanes wide (e.g. the 

bridge just west of Torresdale and Finch)? 

4.4. Design of Stops, Passenger Platforms and Light Rail Vehicles 

4.4.1. Accessibility 

Include ramps instead of elevators/escalators inside the station where the LRT 

connects with the Yonge subway line. 

The station should have some seating.
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4.4.2.Weather

Consider including a fully enclosed area on the platforms to protect from snow, wind, 

and rain.  

4.4.3.Future Technologies 

Once construction of the LRT is completed, the fare system should be upgraded to 

smart card fare system.

4.4.4.Light Rail Vehicles 

To accommodate possible larger volumes of people in the future, use bi-level trains
(like the ones used by GO Transit). This will increase peak volume and will save the 

cost of a future subway route along the busiest lines. All the bridges, underpasses, 

tunnels, etc. should be built to house the possible future needs of bi-level trains. 

The public should be able to vote for the LRV style.

Question

How will LRVs climb the grade on Finch, especially in the winter? 

4.5. Traffic Management 

4.5.1. Rerouted Left Turn Concerns 

Re-routed left turns will impact traffic in a negative way during and after 

construction.* 

There is no need to cancel left turns with signal priority. 

Traffic impacts of the rerouted left-turn should be examined.

The inability of traffic to make left turns at some intersections would have a negative 

impact on fuel consumption of passenger cars.  

o Add on/off ramps at Highway 400/Steeles to handle truck traffic.

4.5.2.U-Turn Concerns 

U-turns at Bathurst and Finch will be dangerous.

Issue with the median U-turns:

Concerned about turning onto Finch from driveway.

Vehicles exiting mid-block from public buildings and high traffic volume 

buildings cannot turn left.  They must make a U-turn at the next intersection. 

The impact between 100 - 500 cars making U-turns will be chaotic.  A simple 

solution is to construct mid-block traffic ramps across the transit line.  

Questions

Where will the U-turns be located?  Not clear if they are only permitted when there is 

no traffic signal. 

What will happen at intersections when there is a backlog of cars in the U-turn lanes? 
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One of the panels from the open house (#47) said that “travelling by car may be 
more difficult during and post construction”. What does this mean? 

4.6. Construction 

4.6.1. Construction Method 

Questions
How will the project be constructed?

Will traffic be re-routed to the side streets during construction? If so, will there be 

meetings with residents on those streets? 

What method of construction will be employed (e.g. will construction start from one 

or two points)? Will the tracks be aligned using GPS or other technology?

How much "Made in Canada" material will be used for this project? 

4.6.2.Construction Schedule  

The LRT line should be opened in stages (e.g. from Humber College to Keele, if 

possible), thus alleviating some congestion. 

If construction begins in the winter, the project could face many obstacles if the hill 

on Finch (near Bathurst) is covered with snow. 

Questions

When will construction start?

How will construction progress be communicated to residents? 

How long will the construction take?

4.6.3.Other Construction Ideas and Concerns 

Concerned about possible disruptions to businesses during construction if LRT 

goes through.*  

Use local procurement.*  

Questions

How will it impact traffic? Why/how will “travelling by car may be more difficult post 

construction”? 

How will addition traffic be accommodated during construction? 

How will emergency vehicles use Finch during and after construction?   

4.7. Noise and Vibration Concerns (during and post construction) 

Ensure noise and vibration levels during construction do not interfere with present 
development.*

It would be useful to show a noise/vibration GIS map.

Study should be done to examine the noise and vibration impacts.
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Questions

Over time, will the tracks become louder, requiring mitigation? 

How much will the vibrations and noise increase over time? 

4.8. Traction Power Sub-Stations 

Concerned about the Traction Power Sub-stations:

o Noise and vibration of the fans.*  

o Frequency of power cycle: impact on local houses in terms of power surges, 

etc. 

o Toxicity of components used for power storage and conversion.*  

o Provide the exact locations of all sub-stations.

o Impact of the power sub-stations on the neighbourhood.

o Effects on children and animals.

Questions

Where will the proposed electrical substations be located in general and between 

Bathurst and Yonge? *  

What are the possible health risks associated with the substations? 

What measures will be taken to shield any potential electromagnetic radiation from 

the substations? 

What will the sub-stations look like?

4.9. Parking

Provide parking for riders coming from North or South on Islington/Weston. 

Ensure there is parking at stops.  If there is no parking, people will drive instead. 

4.10. Bike Lanes

Pedestrians and bicycles should work together like in European countries, not cars 

and bicycles. 

Please provide details on when the bike lane in the hydro corridor will be 

constructed and where it will be located. 

Concerned about bicycle lanes being so close to traffic.  It should be on the other side 

of sidewalks to ensure cyclists obey the right of way. 

Do not implement bike lane if the road has to be widened.  Traffic has enough 

troubles without bike lanes. 

Objection to the bike lane in the field from Grandbrook to Bathurst.  Concerned 

that this path will provide a getaway route for burglars. Bike lane should remain on 
Finch Ave.



ETOBICOKE-FINCH WEST LRT OPEN HOUSES – DECEMBER 2009 
SUMMARY REPORT

Page | 8  

Reconsider the bike lane design, as they are currently adjacent to car/truck traffic. A 

better design for bike lanes on Finch would be a paved multi-use trail, which would 

be the same amount of asphalt beside the sidewalks rather than on the roadway. This is 

done in other Ontario municipalities, sometimes called boulevard bike lanes.

A single, bi-directional bikeway on one side of the street, separated from traffic by 

a protective barrier such as a raised curb, is preferred. This mirrors the success of the 

Martin Goodman Trail. 

Introduce Copenhagen-style infrastructure across all Transit City lines with respect 

to bike lanes.  These include: 

Blue pavement and white painted pavement bicycles across all intersections to 

delineate bike lane; 

Traffic lights timed at 20 km./hr during rush hours (bicycle friendly timing); 

Advance bike lanes at intersections with advance green (3-4 seconds) for bicycle 

traffic lights; 

Bicycle boxes in left turn lanes with advance left turn signal for bicycles; 

Buffer between bike lane and regular traffic lane; and 

Snow clearing and parking enforcement of bicycle lanes. 

4.11.Pedestrian Impacts 

Will there be plans to add traffic signals at stops for pedestrian safety? 

Create an opening in the south side sound abatement wall at Farr Ave. for pedestrian 

access to Finch. 

Concerns over congestion and pedestrian safety at Oakdale/Finch. Suggest 

creating separate phase for pedestrian movements (e.g. Dundas Square scramble). 

Pedestrian crossover suggestions: 

o All pedestrian crossovers should be distinctly marked differently than bike 

lanes.

o The timing of walk signals and pedestrian crossovers to the streetcar in the 

middle of the road should correspond to when cross traffic has the right of 

way and when a streetcar might be waiting for the lights to turn.  Walk signals 

should turn on automatically, and not need activation by pedestrians. LRVs 

offloading passengers should have the lights timed favourably so that 

passengers are not tempted to jaywalk across the double lanes of traffic. 

o Some stops will need additional crosswalks, or at least flashing pedestrian 

lights, when pedestrians are crossing to and from the stop. 

o The primary criteria for stop design should be pedestrian safety. It would 

be a good idea if the Pedestrian Committee of the City of Toronto works 

closely at the design of each stop on this and other transit city routes. 
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Questions

How will the LRT impact pedestrians, cyclists, persons with disabilities?

Will the project work with the Access for Ontarians with Disabilities Act?

4.12. Surrounding Environmental Conditions 

4.12.1. Air Quality and Environmental Impacts 

Concern about truck pollution - not happy that the property line is moving closer to 

the houses which will increase truck pollution (diesel fumes).  Suggestion to divert
trucks to alternative routes.

Consideration for energy consumption of LRT relative to buses. This needs to be 

made clear on presentation boards.  There should be a comparison between buses and 

LRT energy use.

Question

What environmental benefits are there of LRT vs. buses?

4.12.2. Green Space 

Plant many trees and put electrical wires underground.

The valley between Weston and Islington will require significant fill to accommodate 

a wider road. 

4.13. Service

4.13.1. Reliability and Travel Time 

Questions

Will the LRT be 24-hour service?

What will the frequency be during peak and off-peak hours? 

How does LRT compare to bus travel time from Yonge to Humber College at peak 

hours? 

How much time will be saved on a journey across Finch? 

4.13.2. Safety and Security 

Concerned about increased traffic hazards/speed once cars no longer share lanes 

with other types of vehicles and the proximity of sidewalks to the road. 

Questions

Can the road bed take the loads from the proposed LRT? * 

o Road sink hole earlier in the year poses as a concern for hospital. 

What is the integrity of the sewers and culverts under Finch Ave. given the recent 

culvert collapse? 
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4.13.3. Project Cost, Funding and Fares 

Cost of LRT seems too much for its expected benefit.  We should improve bus 
service instead. 

Funding for the project will be an issue. 

Make sure this project will comply with the budget. Construction of the St. Clair 

West project has shown the city’s inability to build it quickly and inexpensively. 

Questions
How much will the LRT cost?

Have other alternatives been considered and has a financial analysis been 

undertaken? 

How will TTC fares be affected once the LRT system is operational? *

o Concern about fare jumping.

What is the economic impact of a LRT stop and a subway stop (Keele-Finch and 

York University)?

4.14. Neighbourhood Impacts 

Provide a list of property acquisitions, particularly in the first kilometre of Finch & 

Yonge area. 

Avoid problems that happened on St. Clair.

Strongly oppose the plan for expropriation at 5600 Yonge St.

Questions

Why is it that the apartments on the south side of Finch do not have curb cuts over 

the tracks? 

Are there plans for increased social infrastructure, accompanying the LRT project, 

which will coincide with community needs? 

Is there any data on the impact of this type of development on property and rental 
values?

4.15. Consultation Events 

4.15.1. December 2009 Open Houses 

The information was useful and the project team members were able to quickly 

answer most questions.* 

The open house was exceptionally informative.* 

Presentation confusions: Panel # 26 caused confusion by showing “Pedestrian bridge 

at Finch and Kipling”, but it’s actually at Finch and Farr Ave.  

Too much information presented. This is difficult for people who speak English as 

their second language.*  
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Staff at the open houses discounted people’s concerns over the extreme disruption 

that this construction will cause. 

4.15.2. Future Events 

Make sure all apartment complexes along Finch receive notices regarding this and 

all other projects. 

Provide streetscape renderings for Finch Ave. at future meetings. 

Keep public informed of when construction will start. 

Question

Will there be meetings for residents that live on surrounding side streets where 

traffic will possibly be re-routed? 

4.16. Hospital (Humber River Regional Hospital) 

Accessibility to the hospital is difficult during peak rush hours (especially during 

emergencies) and it will be more difficult during the construction phase. 

Concerned about Hospital access while Finch is under construction. 

Questions

Are there any thoughts of creating a direct access route from either Highway 400 

northbound exit ramp or Finch Ave. East into the Hospital campus?

How will the construction of the LRT line and the operation of the LRT impact the 

ability to transport patients to the Humber River Hospital?

What measures will be taken to ensure getting to and from the hospital is not 

compromised during and after construction? 

4.17. Other Transit City Projects 

Build the Sheppard LRT first as a pilot project.  If there is still high demand for 

transit after that, construct the other LRT lines. 
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Yonge St. 

Finch Station BathurstDufferin St. 

Keele St.  

(Finch West Station) 

Jane St.  

(Jane LRT) 
Weston Rd. Islington Ave. Kipling

Martin Grove Rd. 

5. Stop Specific Comments 

The following section provides comments related to specific stops along the Etobicoke-Finch West LRT line. 

The comments are organized by sections along the line, beginning in the east end. Comments were not 

received for all stops along the line. 

Table 1: Stops along the Etobicoke-Finch West LRT Line (east to west) 

Yonge St. 

(Finch Station) 
Talbot Rd. Senlac Rd. Finchurst Dr. Bathurst St. 

Torresdale 

Ave./Virgilwood

Dr.

Wilmington Ave. Dufferin St. Alness St. Chesswood Dr. Alexdon Rd. 
Keele St. (Finch 

West Station) 

Sentinel Rd. Tobermory Dr. Driftwood Ave.
Jane St.  

(Jane LRT) 

Oakdale 

Rd./Norfinch 

Dr.

Signet Dr./Arrow 

Rd. 

Weston Rd. Rumike Rd. 
Duncanwoods

Dr.

Pearldale 

Ave./Ardwick 

Blvd. W 

Islington Ave. Kipling 

Silverstone Dr. Albion Rd. 
Martin Grove 

Rd. 
Westmore Dr. Highway 27 

Humber College 

Terminal 

5.1. Yonge and Finch 

Add sidewalk entrances to Finch station from the south side of Finch Ave. at Yonge 

St.  These would reduce conflict of right-turning cars and pedestrians trying to 

cross Finch to access subway.

Question

Why not elevate the station at Yonge Street?

5.2. Stops between Yonge and Bathurst 

Glad that there will be three stops between Yonge and Bathurst. 

Bathurst stop should be underground to help with traffic.  

Removing left hand turns from Grantbrook to Finch will conserve the flow of 
traffic into neighbourhood streets. 

Map of the Etobicoke-Finch West LRT Line
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Questions

Will the existing light at Edithvale Dr. be retained?

Will there be a new light at Grantbrook?

Since the 98 bus makes a left onto Finch from Grantbrook, will the plans change to 

allow left turns at the intersection?

Will the proposed stop be at or in-between the Torresdale or Virgilwood? 

Will crosswalk/light to school on east side of Ancona St. remain? 

5.3. Stops between Bathurst and Keele 

Stops between Centennial Centre arena should have their own exit to avoid the U-

turns.  Consider using a ramp or a full intersection to deal with this. 

Question

Will the bridge over the G. Ross Lord Park be structurally sound to handle the 

weight of the LRT? 

5.4. Stops between Keele and Weston Rd. 

Add east bound left-turn green arrows at Keele/Finch during all hours.

Add advanced green turning signal on Finch in the West-North movement at Keele. 

Question

Will the stop allow use of the TTC Arrow Rd. yard?

5.5. Stops west of Weston Rd. 

Add a stop at Jayzel Drive.*

o There is already a traffic light at this location and it is critical to accommodate
existing aging community since the Rumike Rd. stop is not within a suitable 

walking distance.  

Construct a pedestrian bridge at Finch and Ardwick/Peardale. 

Farr Ave. (just east of Finch and Kipling): Create an opening at the south side of the 
bridge to allow for pedestrian access to Finch without having to cross the bridge.* 

o Islington Area: Taysham Crescent is isolated and needs a walkway to Finch 

Ave. (not just an overpass at Farr Ave. to the north side of Finch). 

Possible route/traffic problems:

o Several problems might result from having the LRT go down the center of 
Hwy 27. This highway is not a local or main road, but functions as a highway 

with a higher speed limit and acts as a truck route from the 427 to service the 

industrial warehouses in the large industrial area of Northwest Etobicoke. It 

would be problematic to have that traffic split around the LRT in the center of 

Hwy 27 from Humber College Blvd. to Finch Ave. for only 1 km, especially 

with the planned turn west to Humber College. 
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o There is always a long backup during rush hour at the intersection of Hwy 27 

and Humber College Blvd. with many cars lined up to make a left turn to 

Humber College. 

o It would also be a good idea to consult the local police detachment of 21 
Division for their input. 

Route suggestions:

o The LRT stop should be located at the southwest corner of Humber 
College Blvd. instead of the northwest corner and not to turn west into 

Humber College Blvd. but straight across. Without a LRT turn to the west 

from Hwy 27, the problems with left and right turns will be minimized at the 

morning day-school rush and also for the evening classes, at the rush hours of 

8 am and 5 pm. 

o The turn into Humber College Blvd. west should be eliminated and the 

LRT should instead continue south to the Woodbine Mall for a final stop. The 

turn west into Humber College Blvd. is very costly for both the planning and 

construction phase. The money saved can then be used for the extension and 

final stop 1 km south at the Woodbine Mall. 
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Appendices

A. Public Notifications 

Etobicoke-Finch West LRT Notice of Commencement 

Letter mailed out to MP/MPPs 

Letter mailed out to potentially affected property owners 

Letter to all Williams Treaty Bands 

B. Letters submitted by Agencies and Councillors 

Letter submitted by Bell Canada  

Letter submitted by Councillor Michael Thompson  
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Appendix A 

Public Notifications 
Etobicoke-Finch West LRT Notice of Commencement  

Letter mailed out to MP/MPPs 

Letter mailed out to potentially affected property owners 

Letter to all Williams Treaty Bands 

Notice of Commencement of the Transit Project Assessment Process and Open Houses

Etobicoke-Finch West Light Rail Transit (LRT)

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal 

information, all comments will become part of the public record.

The Process
The environmental impact of the 
Etobicoke Finch West LRT will be assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08, Transit Projects and Greater Toronto Transportation 
Authority Undertakings (2008). An Environmental Project Report is being prepared as part of the Transit Project Assessment Process. 

Next Steps
Following the open houses, there will be an opportunity to incorporate feedback. A formal public notice of study completion will then be 
issued. At that time a Environmental Project Report will be made available for a 30 day review period on the project website: 
toronto.ca/transitcity (see: Etob. Finch West LRT). The notice of completion will include a number of locations to review a hard copy of the 
report.  Please attend an Open House to review the plan and share your comments and questions with project staff. 

If you would like to provide comments or obtain more information, please contact:

Toronto Transit Commission
Transit City Dept
Etob. Finch West LRT
Rick Holli 
TTC Project Manager
5160 Yonge Street, 13th Floor
Toronto, ON
M2N 6L9 

Tel: 416-392-6900
Fax: 416-338-0251
TTY: 416-397-0831
finchtransit@toronto.ca
toronto.ca/transitcity   (see Etob. Finch West LRT)

The City of Toronto and the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) are holding four Open Houses where you can learn more about this transit 
project, ask questions and share your comments.  Each Open House will be held between 7:00pm to 9:30pm.  Details are as follows:
Tuesday, Dec 1  RJ Lang Elementary and MS (cafeteria)  – 227 Drewry Avenue
Thursday, Dec 3  Julius Banquet Centre -  2201 Finch Avenue West (at Arrow Rd) 
Monday, Dec 7   Charles H Best MS (gym) - 285 Wilmington Avenue
Wednesday, Dec 9  Elmbank JMA - 10 Pittsboro Drive (east of Martingrove) 

Background
The City of Toronto and the TTC are planning a new Light Rail Transit (LRT) route to significantly improve transit service on Finch Avenue West 
between Yonge Street and the Highway 27/Humber College area. Electrically-powered Light Rail Vehicles (LRVs) will travel in reserved lanes 
providing a smooth, fast and comfortable transit experience. The Etobicoke-Finch West LRT will connect to the Yonge subway line at Finch 
Station and the future extension of the Spadina Subway line at the planned Keele Station. 

The City of Toronto Official Plan outlines initiatives to implement transit priorities throughout the city, intensify growth in rapid transit corridors 
and reduce car dependency. Transit City will achieve these goals by moving more people to more places by transit. Once implemented, the 
Transit City LRT lines will support local economic development and reduce greenhouse emissions by allowing people to choose public transit 
as a convenient alternative to the private automobile. Each line will provide seamless connections with the existing TTC subway system, GO 
Transit, other Transit City LRT routes and regional public transit networks.

At the upcoming open houses, TTC and the City will present final passenger stop locations and traffic management strategies as well as 
details related to all environmental aspects of the project including mitigation measures for the preferred design .

Public consultations during the preliminary 
planning stage were held in July and August 
2008. Responses to questions and comments 
submitted to date are posted in the FAQs 
section on the project website: 
toronto.ca/transitcity
(see: Etob. Finch West LRT) 



Copy:  Commissioners R. Toms 
 G. Webster R. Holli 
 B. Ross  S. Brindis 
 S. Ghaly  M. Wiedow 
 A. Pace 

November 30, 2009 

Ms. Kirsty Duncan 
MP (Etobicoke North) 
815 Albion Road 
Toronto, ON  M9V 1A3 

Dear Ms. Duncan: 

Re: Transit City, Etobicoke-Finch West LRT  

 Transit Project Assessment – Notice of Commencement 

 Second Open House (Public Consultation)  

 December 1, 3, 7, 9, 2009 

On behalf of the City of Toronto and Toronto Transit Commission, I am inviting you to the 
upcoming Open Houses for the Transit City, Etobicoke-Finch West LRT, Notice of 
Commencement for an Environmental Assessment.  This will be the second round of public 
consultations on the Finch West LRT project.   

These events will be held from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on the following dates and 
locations (as also detailed in the attached Public Notice): 

December 1, 2009
R. J. Lang Elementary and Middle School (cafeteria)
227 Drewry Avenue

December 3, 2009
Julius Banquet Hall
2201 Finch Avenue West (at Arrow Road)

December 7, 2009
Charles H. Best Middle School (gymnasium)
285 Wilmington Avenue

December 9, 2009
Elmbank Junior Middle Academy
10 Pittsboro Drive (east of Martin Grove Road)

At the Open Houses, TTC and the City will present the preferred design for the Etobicoke-
Finch West LRT.  Stop locations and traffic management strategies to provide fast and 
reliable LRT service will be displayed.  The Open Houses will also display the identified 
environmental impacts and corresponding proposed mitigation measures of the preferred 
design.

At the Open Houses members of the public will be invited to fill out comment forms and 
City of Toronto/TTC staff will be available to answer questions. In addition, the public will 
also have the opportunity to comment on-line (through www.toronto.ca/transitcity).
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The Open House will be promoted through a City of Toronto media release, the City of 
Toronto, TTC and Transit City web sites, and advertisements in the Metro and community 
newspapers that serve the study area.  The attached flyer notice will also be distributed via 
Canada Post mail walk to more than 75,000 City of Toronto residents within 500 metres 
of the alignment during the week of November 23, 2009.  Lastly, mailing list registrants 
will receive invitations by regular mail or email. 

The Etobicoke-Finch West LRT is following Ontario Regulation 231/08, Transit Projects and 
Greater Toronto Transportation Authority Undertakings (2008).  The environmental impact 
of this project has been assessed in accordance with the Transit Project Assessment 
Process. 

Subject to approval by the Commission at its meeting of December 16, 2009 and City 
Council at its meeting of January 26/ 27, 2010 and following the December 2009 public 
consultations, a Notice of Completion for the Transit Project Assessment will be issued in 
March 2010.   Upon issuance of the Notice of Completion, the Ministry of the Environment 
will administer a 30-day posting for public comment on the MOE website 
(www.ene.gov.on.ca).   

If you require further information, please contact Rick Holli, Project Manager at 
Rick.Holli@ttc.ca or 416-393-7847. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Giambrone 
Chair 

55-8-7 
03-05-00000404 

Attachment 



       Copy: Domenic Garisto 
        Doug Stewart 
        Graham Tulett 
        Tim Park 
        Joe Casali 
        Vinnette Prescott-Brown 
        Anna Pace 
        Roger Toms 
        Rick Holli 
        File Ref:  TC002-01 

November 25, 2009 

Owner_Name
Street_Num Street_Name 
City Prov  Postal_Code 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Re: Etobicoke-Finch West LRT – Transit Project Assessment Study 

 Property Address:  Str_Num Street_Name., Toronto

The Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) and the City of Toronto (City) have been engaged in 
Preliminary Planning for a Transit Project Assessment Study for the construction of the 
proposed Etobicoke-Finch West Light Rail Transit line (EFLRT) project.  The location and 
recommended alignment for the EFLRT is shown on Appendix 1. 

We are writing to advise that your property may be potentially impacted by the proposed 
EFLRT, as shown on the attached plan drawing. 

Property Impacts of the Recommended EFLRT

The construction of a light rail transit line generally includes trackwork, power substations, 
platforms, traction power poles, roadways, bicycle paths, curbs, sidewalks and urban design 
street elements.  The precise extent of the property requirements and impacts will be 
determined when the Transit Project Assessment process is completed and approved, and 
detailed design work is completed thereafter. 

Project Status

The EFLRT is part of the provincial Move Ontario 2020 announcement and included in the 
Metrolinx BIG MOVE regional transportation plan.  Completion of the EFLRT Transit Project 
Assessment is anticipated in March 2010 and all approvals are anticipated to be secured by 
early summer 2010. 

Property Acquisition Process

The property impacts shown on the attached plan are preliminary.  During detailed design of 
the EFLRT, the TTC and the City will confirm the property requirements and contact the 
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affected property owners.  Every effort will be made to minimize the property requirements. 
The City Facilities & Real Estate Division is responsible for acquiring property on behalf of the 
TTC.  In acquiring property, the City balances community needs with the rights of the 
individual.  Their focus is on a process to negotiate mutually acceptable agreements. 

The City will conduct surveys, appraisals, and other property-related assessments and an 
offering price will be discussed.  If a tentative agreement is reached, an Offer to Sell is signed 
by the owner and will be subject to City Council Approval. 

Next Steps in the Transit Project Assessment Process

A series of Public Information Sessions are to be held on: 

December 1, 2009 
R. J. Lang Elementary and Middle School (cafeteria)
227 Drewry Avenue 
7:00pm – 9:30pm 

December 3, 2009 
Julius Banquet Hall
2201 Finch Avenue West (at Arrow Road) 
7:00pm – 9:30pm 

December 7, 2009 
Charles H. Best Middle School (gymnasium) 
285 Wilmington Avenue 
7:00pm – 9:30pm 

December 9, 2009 
Elmbank Junior Middle Academy
10 Pittsboro Drive (east of Martin Grove Road) 
7:00pm – 9:30pm 

We encourage you to attend any of the sessions.  The City and TTC staff will be available to 
meet you and provide further information on the Transit Project Assessment process and the 
various approvals that will have to be obtained subject to its completion. 

Follow-up

If you are unable to attend the Public Information Sessions, or would like further information 
about the potential property impacts of the EFLRT project, please contact me at (416) 393-
7847.

Sincerely,

Richard Holli, P. Eng. 
Project Manager 
Transit City 

55-8-7
03-05-000000403

Attachment(s)



Richard Butts, Deputy City Manager    Policy, Planning, Finance & Administration
Metro Hall, 19th Floor
55 John Street 
Toronto, ON  M5V 3C6 

David Nagler 
Sr. Consultation Coordinator 
Public Consultation Unit 
Tel:  (416)-338-2830
Email: dnagler@toronto.ca

November, 19, 2009 

Chief Barron King

Moose Deer Point First Nation 

P. O. Box 119 

3720 Twelve Mile Bay Road 

MACTIER, Ontario 

P0C 1H0 

The City of Toronto and the TTC are planning a new Light Rail Transit (LRT) route to significantly improve 
transit service on Finch Avenue West between Yonge Street and the Highway 27/Humber College area. 
Electrically-powered Light Rail Vehicles (LRVs) will travel in reserved lanes at street level on Finch Avenue 
West. The Etobicoke-Finch West LRT will connect to the Yonge subway line at Finch Station and the future 
extension of the Spadina Subway line at the planned Keele Station.

Please note that TTC is also notifying Ms. Karry Sandy, Barrister/Solicitor and Coordinator for the 
Williams Treaty First Nations as indicated to The City of Toronto and TTC by the Beausoleil and 
Chippewas of Rama First Nations. 

Study Process 

Please find enclosed a Notice of Commencement for The Etobicoke Finch West Light Rail Transit (LRT)

project.

The project is following Ontario Regulation 231/08 -  Transit Projects and Greater Toronto Transportation 

Authority Undertakings (2008). The environmental impact of this project will be assessed in accordance with the 

Transit Project Assessment Process.  

Please advise Rick Holli , Project Manager  in writing of the nature of any interest you may have in this 

transit project. Mr Holli may be reached as follows: 

Rick Holli

TTC Project Manager

5160 Yonge Street, 13th Floor

Toronto, ON,

M2N 6L9

Tel: 416-393-7847    Fax:  416-338-0251    E-mail: rick.holli@ttc.ca

We would be pleased to co-ordinate a meeting with you to discuss the project.

Sincerely,

David Nagler  - Senior Coordinator, Policy, Planning, Finance & Administration, City of Toronto 
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Appendix B 

Letters Submitted by Stakeholders 
Letter submitted by Bell Canada 

Comments received from Councillor Michael Thompson 



December 23, 2009 

Mr. Rick Holli 
TTC – Project Manager 
Transit City Depot 
Etobicoke-Finch West LRT 
5160 Yonge Street, 13th Floor 
Toronto, ON  M2N 6L9 

Re: Etobicoke-Finch West Light Rail Transit 

Dear Mr. Holli, 

Bell Canada thanks you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Transit 
Project Assignment for the Etobicoke-Finch West Light Rail Transit line which is 
being undertaken as part of the larger Transit City initiative. It is our understanding 
that Transit City includes reviews of seven proposed new right-of-way light rail 
transit lines within the City of Toronto by 2021 

As you are aware, Bell Canada is Ontario’s principal telecommunications 
infrastructure provider.  The Bell Canada Act, a federal statute, requires that Bell 
manage and operate most of the trunk telecommunications system in Ontario. Bell 
is also responsible for the infrastructure that supports most 911 emergency services 
in the Province.   

The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) and the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe (Places to Grow) both strongly support the integrated planning of 
communities, including telecommunications infrastructure.  The PPS specifically 
requires that “planning for infrastructure and public service facilities shall be 
integrated with planning for growth so that these are available to meet current and 
projected needs” (Section 1.6.1).  Furthermore, the PPS states that infrastructure 
should be located to support the delivery of emergency management services 
(Section 1.6.3).  We note that the definition of infrastructure in the PPS includes 
communications/telecommunications. 

In light of Provincial policy, it is critical to understand the complexity and scope of 
existing telecommunications and other utility networks and how modifications to 
other infrastructure, such as roads and transit, can impact the provisioning of these 
services. The potential impacts on existing and future utility networks need to be 

Bell Canada 
Development and Municipal Services Control Centre 
Floor 5 BLUE, 100 Borough Drive 
Toronto, Ontario 
M1P 4W2 

Telephone 905-853-4044
Fax 905-895-3872 
john.lachapelle@bell.ca 

December 23 2009 2

identified and appropriately mitigated to minimize potential impacts. This is 
particularly critical in relation to the provisioning of 911 emergency services and 
the services essential to Toronto’s businesses operating in a global economy.  

One of Bell’s main objectives is to become involved in the planning process. This 
allows us to coordinate with the City of Toronto and other agencies, such as the 
Toronto Transit Commission, on the provisioning of appropriate 
telecommunications infrastructure for new growth and development in a timely 
fashion as updating of existing and the design new transit infrastructure provides 
opportunities to not only reinforce or replace existing infrastructure concurrently 
with other construction but extending existing infrastructure. It also allows for 
greater consideration of the size and locational needs of large telecommunications 
infrastructure and equipment that house key electronics. 

We have reviewed the information presented at the most recent round of public 
open houses and would like to provide the following comments for consideration 
by the City of Toronto and the Toronto Transit Commission. 

Construction Activity

It is our understanding that street widening or restructuring will be undertaken to 
varying degrees along Finch Avenue, as well as a new proposed underground 
station at Keele and Finch. As this work is intended to be completed in stages in 
order to keep traffic moving at all times, it is our comprehension that utilities 
within the proposed construction areas will need to be relocated on a temporary 
and/or permanent basis. Due to the complexity of this process, we are requesting 
that the City of Toronto and TTC ensure that consultation is undertaken with the 
necessary public and/or private utility providers, such as telecommunications, that 
may have infrastructure within the proposed alignments and/or any location of new 
transit infrastructure. This includes, but is not limited to, traction power 
substations, ventilation shafts and emergency exits. These discussions should be 
undertaken prior to finalizing the route to determine the feasibility of the relocation 
and any mitigation measures that may need to be put in place. 

Bell Canada understands the complexity and need for new transit infrastructure and 
would like to proactively participate in this process. We would be pleased to meet 
with you to discuss these, and any other matters, at your earliest convenience.  

Once again, we thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the 
Etobicoke-Finch West Light Rail Transit initiative. Please advise Bell of any 
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further meetings, reports, decisions, etc. related to this matter. We would ask that 
all documents and information be forwarded to our Development and Municipal 
Services Control Centre: 

Mr. John La Chapelle, MCIP, RPP 
Manager – Municipal Relations 
Access Network Provisioning, Ontario 
Development and Municipal Services Control Centre 
Bell Canada 
Floor 5 BLUE, 100 Borough Drive 
Toronto, Ontario 
M1P 4W2 

If you have any questions, please direct them to the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

John La Chapelle, MCIP, RPP 
Manager – Municipal Relations 
Access Network Provisioning, Ontario 

cc: Wayne Corrigan - Associate Director - Access Network – Bell Canada 
 Mike Underwood – Associate Director – Access Implementation - Bell Canada 
 Chris Tyrrell - MMM Group Ltd 
 Bob Millward, R.E. Millward & Associates 

 

 

 

 

ETOBICOKE-FINCH WEST LRT – DESIGN OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

 

The Inspiration of Cherry Street 

 

When Cherry Street’s LRT design was presented to the Commission and Council, it received an 

incredible response.  It captured imaginations and ignited visions for future applications in the city.  

However, as intense as the praise directed to it was, and laudable the visions it gave rise to, the 

pursuit of such side-of-the-road designs elsewhere in the city seem to have already been forgotten 

(except on Queen’s Quay), and this could be an unfortunate missed opportunity in other parts of 

the city.  Such opportunities are important when they involve such high potential to dramatically 

shift the habits that will be associated with future growth in the parts of the city the Etobicoke-Finch 

West LRT will run through.  Currently very car-oriented parts of the city, there exists an 

opportunity to balance the existing needs for auto traffic in the Finch West Corridor while giving a 

competitive edge to transit and active transportation as future growth unfolds. 

 

Opportunities with the Etobicoke-Finch West LRT 

 

The Finch West LRT has a typical cross-section that is supposed to be applied to all Transit City 

corridors, but not all parts of Toronto are built the same.  Each part of the city has its own shape, 

characteristics, and quirks, which can be taken advantage of through the LRT design to enhance 

not only the LRT service, but also the environment it will influence the development of as these 

parts of Toronto continue to grow after the LRT is in service with the associated redesigned street. 

 

While a typical cross-section is important for design management, it can be applied at smaller 

scales within the project while not negatively impacting the manageability of the project.  To 

elaborate on “smaller scales;” consider a single LRT line being divided into multiple (relatively 

long) stretches of route, with each stretch having its own typical cross-section, rather than a typical 

cross-section being applied to the entire line or network regardless of the environments it travels 

through, risking opportunities therein being missed. 

 



The Stretches of the Etobicoke-Finch West LRT 

 

The existing properties along Finch and their relationship to the street have potential for design 

opportunities with the street through options that differ from the typical cross-section in certain 

parts of the corridor.  

 

Yonge/Finch-Keele/Finch 

~6.4km 

 

East of Keele Street, the typical cross-section appears to be most appropriate, as that stretch of 

the corridor is complex compared to the stretches west of Keele Street, making centre of the road 

operation and on-road bike lanes the best solution, as in the typical cross-section. 

 

Keele/Finch-Weston/Finch 

~4.3km 

 

From Keele Street to slightly west of Weston Road, centre-of-the-road operation remains the best 

option, and is especially important for crossing Highway 400, and for accessing the York Gate 

Carhouse.  However, the relationship of cycling lanes in the design can change west of Keele 

Street.  In the typical cross-section, the planted boulevard is between the sidewalk and the bike 

lane, but given the built form west of Keele Street, the option to put the bike lane between the 

planted boulevard and the sidewalk becomes a practical option due to the changes in property 

accesses.  On the north side in particular, the only properties with vehicular access to Finch in this 

stretch are a plaza by Weston Rd, York Gate Mall, a gas station at Jane, the Palisade towers, 

James Cardinal McGuigan School, and a small bank branch at Keele.   

 

A design that physically segregates motorized road vehicles from cyclists would make cycling 

much safer, and make cycling more attractive as a mode of transportation, as is encouraged in the 

Official Plan.  While the vast majority of existing properties are compatible, some property access 

modifications may be necessary, particularly on the south side, typically at or near perpendicular 

streets with a traffic signal. 

 

What to do with bike lanes at Highway 400 needs to be determined.  Cycling lanes proceeding 

along Finch Avenue West through the Highway 400 Interchange could cause conflicts.  It may not 

be safe for cyclists, or for drivers with cyclists on the road through the highway interchange.  An 

alternative highway crossing for cyclists should be investigated to make it safe for all users. 

Weston/Finch-Jayzel/Finch 

~0.6km 

 

West of Weston Road, Finch Avenue West passes through a valley, sloping down into the valley, 

and then up out of the valley.  This creates a convenient opportunity to shift the LRT from the 

centre of the road to the south side of the road, accomplished by not having the LRT follow the 

contours of the valley, remaining nearly level instead (possibly ascending slightly while the road is 

descending, and vice-versa).  Although this does have some impacts on cost, no traffic conflicts 

or delays through the road configuration transition for any user results.  See appendix 1 for image. 

 

Jayzel/Finch-Humber College 

~5.8km 

 

West of Jayzel Drive, side-of-the-road operation should very strongly be considered.  This part of 

Finch Avenue West has few south-side conflicts with such an arrangement and this makes it 

practical as the benefits are worth the effort in resolving the small number of conflicts that are 

present.  LRT conflicts on the south side of Finch Ave W only occur around Rumike Rd, the new 

subdivision between Islington Ave and Ardwick Blvd, Albion Centre, and Elmbank Community 

Centre areas.  Two additional traffic signals might be required.  4 images describing the concept 

through potential options are included in appendix 1. 

 

As shown in the cross-sections in appendix 2, this setup also has the bike lanes segregated from 

traffic by the planted boulevard, except at stops where it would only be a curb for the south side 

bike lane.  The north side bike lane may encounter occasional exceptions in their physical 

segregation from motorized road traffic for safety reasons associated with visibility or blind spots at 

certain property accesses.  To minimize these exceptions, where feasible, a simple property 

access adjustment could be considered. 

 

Service reliability and efficiency of operations should improve notably in the Highway 27 area 

through significant simplification of turning operations from side of the road operation.  Conflicts 

with road traffic proceeding straight through the intersections on Highway 27 (both at Humber 

College Blvd and at Finch Avenue West) are eliminated (some limited right-turn restrictions may 

result).  In the typical cross-section, both directions of the LRT operation would be negatively 

impacted at the Highway 27 intersections, but if the LRT is on the south side of Finch and the west 

side of Highway 27, through-traffic at the Highway 27 intersections get completely by-passed by 

the LRT, improving reliability and speed while also increasing the pedestrian realm.  2 images 



illustrating this advantage are included in appendix 1.  At Humber College Blvd, it is already 

proposed by staff to be on the south side of that street. 

 

Side of the road operation would also benefit road traffic as well as LRT traffic because the 

contentious issue of U-turns would be very substantially mitigated.  Left-out movements from 

north-side properties would be allowed along Finch Ave W, in addition to right-in/right-out 

movements.  Left-in movements may remain restricted, conditional on whether a turning lane is 

required and if space is available when required, without negatively affecting the urban design 

goals of the Official Plan.  While certain limited restrictions on right-turns at signalized 

intersections would result, this should not be a significant issue with an effective signal priority 

scheme in place. 

 

In Closing 

 

This line proposes a great level and quality of service and I look forward to seeing this project 

progress, while seizing urban design opportunities that present themselves. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Thompson 

Toronto City Councillor 

Ward 37, Scarborough Centre 

APPENDIX 1: 
SATELLITE IMAGERY OF FINCH AVE W 

FROM JAYZEL DR TO HUMBER COLLEGE 

FOR SOUTH SIDE OF FINCH ALIGNMENT



 

 



 



 

 

HIGHWAY 27 AND FINCH AVE W



 

HIGHWAY 27 AND HUMBER COLLEGE BLVD 

APPENDIX 2: 
CROSS SECTIONS FOR FINCH AVE W 

AND CHERRY ST REFERENCE RENDER 

(See separate PDF file for Cross Sections) 
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Exhibit 7 Recommended Design Concept

View North of Front Street Intersection from Above 

Looking Northeast from the West Side of Cherry Street 



STREETCARS ON CHERRY STREET AND SUMACH STREET SERVING 

THE WEST DON LANDS DEVELOPMENT Page 17

Exhibit 8 Recommended Design Concept 

Looking Northwest from the East Side of Cherry Street 

Looking Northwest from the East Side of Cherry Street


















